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Manicj, a colored man, was banged for tbe murder
of Jobn Monroe, on tbe mgbt of tbe 6th
of July last. Tbe murder was one of
much atrocity, and there was a feeling,
not confined to any race, that Manley suffered
a Just punishment. A sketch or the persons concernedIn tbe murder and of the circumstances
surrounding It Is but the gathering up of a
thousand soattered threads of narrative that made
sometimes light chat, but more lrequently serious
talk aronnd the gallows.

TBI VICTIM MONRO*.
John Monroe, the victim, had been an itinerant

mender of clocks, traversing all this section of the
country within the radius of thirty miles. He was
about sixty years of age, a thick-set man, graybalredand about five feet seven Inches In height,
somewhat stooping In stature and shuffling In gait.
He was a Scotchman by birth, and In the narrative
of his journeytngs to and (To has mentioned to
some of those who were Intimate with him that he
kept, some thirty years ago, a watch and jewslry
store on John street, in the city of
Mew York, and afterwards In Brooklyn. His wire
having proved unfaithful to him he separated from
her, and soon drank to excess. His store passed
out of his hands, and lor twenty years he had been
leading a vagabond life, making a precarious
living among the old clocks of the tlde-waterslde
villages of Virginia. He was addicted to large
potations, but was never troublesome; tbe police
here bearing witness that though often In town he

% never disturbed the peace or required their surveillance.He had no friends, and though all who
recollect blm speak of his kindly disposition, but
one person seemed to have taken within late years
the slightest personal Interest In bis affairs. He
had been fortunate in enlisting the pity of his
landlady, Mrs. Beach, a kind-hearted woman.

THE MUROBHUR.
Charles Manley, tbe murderer, was about live

feet tenia height and 180 pounds weight, had been
a slave In Loudoun county, Virginia, and came to
his freedom while In the Union army; but since
the close of the war he had never worked steadily
at anything, had refused a dozen advantageous offersto go into the country, on a farm, but preferredto loiter about the city, catching occasionallya little easy work and employing the rest of
his time no one knew how. He had once, some
months ago, shot at a man in camp meeting; bnt
ill Virginia now Justice Is often too tardy-gaited to

< be able to stride over county limits, or else, perhapsthe old clock mender had been Btlll living and
Manley unhanged.

SCOTCH JOHN IN "PETERSBURG."
Several weeks ago "Scotch John," as Monroe
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a tramp up tbe country, and made his homo, as
had been his custom, at Mrs. Beach's house. Be
had not been successful on his tour and was subjectto frequent melancholy, but made sufficient to
feed him from hand to mouth. On the 4th of
July he drank well In honor of the day, and was
not entirely sober when he left his boarding house,
between five and six o'clock on the aiternoon of
the 6th of July. All the suburbs of the town were
quite familiar to him, for It was only
«m»ng tbe poorest class of the townspeoplethat he found his work. Wandering
along the byways of the town he entered
a colored settlement known In the local geography
as "l'etersburg." The settlement itself has a curioushistory. When General Pope fell back in his
"headquarters in the Baddle" a large number Of
contrabands accompanied the army, and suddenly
one morning the sides of a morass on the hilltops
adjoining became a negro camp of women and
Oblldren where there were none before. The needs
of the army had swallowed tbem. The marehy districthad been the Mte noire of the town for more
than a century. A hundred years ago tbe old

, House of Burgesses offered the land (Tee
to any who would locate there. Titles had been
wuu aiiu iu»; mx Htiei lnnnmeraoie Mienea
that no taxes had ever been paid. The marsh and
Its environs, though hair circled by the out<skirts, was to the city as the Campagns to Rome.
a waste where no one dare dwell, fall or malaria
that threatened all the dwellers In Its neighborhood.But the negro women had no where else to
go. The worn out tents afforded them little pro'
tectlon, and with a little help (torn tho quarter
masters they dotted the marsh with shanties, and
when tho men came back they round houses ready
lor them (with a church on the neighboring hill
top), and have lived there ever since; some or the
most Industrious made comfortable cottages;
others, Idle and dissolute, have made a troublesomeclass or neighbors for the town.
as idle as Neapolitan lazzaronl and as busy under
the stars as Roman brigands. To this outsklrt, on
the night of the 6th of July, Monroe took his road.
He was familiar with It, although he found but lew
jobs there; (or the negroes are too accustomed to
tell time by the sun to "set much store" by
clocks. Be was quite tired and sat down to rest
beside a well kept spring of water known In the
town as "the little spring." The valley In which
the spring was situated extended some three hundredyards from a cotton factory on the west to the
depot of the Washing ion and Onlo Railroad(so called because It begins eightmiles from Washington and ends 260
miles from Ohio), on the east by the
river side. The Idle among the negroes had not
watered the spirltof the 4th, and their desires had

far outlasted their money. There were drunken
men, or half drunken men, in many of the shanties' around, and not a few with an inexpressible thirst
Dor strong drink, which seises the appetite of uncompleteddebauch. The quiet ana unattractive
women were full of fear, (or at such times a word~

sad blow are knit together in the crasy brain of
n an. They kept within doors and tiled to sleep,bet flailed. The wanton and wild women were all
At a baa at "jiawards' Untahnaaat br
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which the neighborhood call a collection of booses
between Petersburg and the pared portion of the
town.

WINDING CP POO* OLD SCOTTT.
As the old clock-mender sat by the spring side

there were gathered at a shanty a short distance
from the spring, and separated from It only by a
hillock, WUllau Payne, the lather of the family,
dead drank; MarytPayne and Charlotte Payne, worriedand frightened; Lewis and Samuel Payne and
Manicy, anxious for money. Lewis Payne took
the bucket and went to the spring. "What o'clock
Is It?" he asked, beginuing to "chaff" tho old
clock-mender, whom he recognised. The old man

{tailed out bis watch, the silver glistened
n the starlight, and Payne saw a way to
get money. "It's too dark to see, but it's
near eleven." Payne went baok. The woman
reports a hurried conversation between the
trio. Legitimate weapon they bad none. All that
could be sold or pawued had gone down their
throats in commemoration ol the Fourth of July,but Manley took eid Payne's sttek, Lewis Payneimprovised a slung shot and, as for Samuel, he
might find a weapon, If need be, In "the smooth
stones of the brook," near the spring, where the
unconscious old man sat, hall asleep, la a short
time the Payne slaters bear a noise at the sprlag
and cries of "Murder." Mary Carrol, in another
dahlfl knapit a tnnanl# anil illmt 111 ml uii i» t li si I

«inui« uiauu§nDUOU IUV w VI uo,"Don't kill me, I haven't any money." Tabby Edwardsbeard words nndisttngulahaole, the cries
of the victim mingling with the music and
sbonts of the danoebouse on the other
aide of the hamlet. Both these women, as soon
as they beard the noise, went In and looked themselvesnp, rearing that U there was trouble they
"might catch it next." This was their only thought.
Meanwhile the clockmender had begged in vain.
Out in the head, beat in the arms, sides and abdomen,he fainted, and, mistaken for dead, was
thrown Into a wet ditch, almost naked. His
watch, bat, boots and the greater portion of his
clothing were carried back to Payne's, To the
victors belonged the spoil; and while Mary Carrollheard "groans down by the spring" Charlotte
Payne listened to the braggadocio or Maniey.
"I hold my bead np now".lor he had the clockmender'swatch in his pocket, and saw himself
already enjoying its price with his boon companions.

TUB OLD MSlt DEAD.HIS A88ABBHI ARBB8TXD.
It was lonely at the ditch where the old slockmenderlay. He had indeed fallen "among thieves,

who stripped him of his raiment and wounded
him ana departed, leaving him half dead." Hot
even a LCvite passed, and when a man falls by the
wayside, now it is the police and not the Good
Samaritan that picks him up. Upon coming to
himself he found he was, as he afterwards expressedhimself to the reporter, "left In a ditch to
suffer and die," and fearing he would be drowned
if a rain occurred dragged himself to the edge
of the ditch, the mud showing next morning
the marks of his bands. Soon after sunrisea woman, going to the spring, saw
him. Information was oommnnioated to the policeand the dying man lifted into a wagon and carriedto the house of Mrs. Beach, about a mile west,
where he boarded. There two physicians attended
him. These differed, as is customary, one testifyingthat the man's wound was made with a sharp
instrument and the other that it was made with a
blunt one. They did their best to save him; but the
negroes had already done their best to kill him,
and the negroes beat the doctors. Before he died,
however. Mauley had been arrested. Lieutenant
Smith, of the police force, who has the reputation
of fearing neither man nor devil.whether his
fears have ever been excited otherwise is
not stated.learned before seven o'clock
that Maniey had married the daughter
of a very clever eolored man named Gordon,

EVIDENCE OF THE CHIME.
From him intelligence was gained that Manieyhad come home the night previous under suspiciouscircumstances and was still asleep. Up stairs,
by the ladder way, Smith climbed softly. Manley
lay asleep on the floor. A razor lay beaide him.
Creeping soitly towards him, the officer tossed the
razor through the window. A glance around the
room showed his hat and shoes, very muddy, lying
beside the bed, while a pair of boots and another
hat. with a heavy stick lay la one corner. From
beneath a pile of rags, on which the sleeper lay,
the end of a watch chain was visible. It was cautiouslydrawn; a silver watch followed It; these
the officer put in his pocket, and then, standing
upright, drew his revolver and put his foot upon
the sleeping man.
"Get up hire, get up."
"How do you know I'll get up," responded Hanley,as he stretched out his brawny arms and

opened his eyes. His first glance caught the
situation: present resistance was useless. He was
allowed to rise, and as he did so he made a step
toward the officer, who stood in the corner.
"A step more and I'll blow your brains out. I

come here to kill you and I'm going to do it," said
the omcer, a light, thin, wiry mail.

"Weil, I'll go."
"rake these boots in pour hands."
"I bought thorn from a canalbeat man."
"Never mind, take them and move down that

ladder; I'll give you a chance to run if you will, but
I'll kill you within ten steps, for 1 came here to kiil
you."
Hand over hand down the ladder the pair went,

the policeman never taking his eye or his pistol
point off Manley, and so be marched blm, the crowd
gathering aB he went, to the station house. There
the "nippers" secured what the revolver had
conqnered. The watch, stick and boots fonnu with
Manley were carried to the old clockmaker, and
with his dying breath he recognized them as his,
as the ones worn by him on the fatal night.

manley's trial and sentence.
Many causes.the law's delay the chief among

them.deterred the trial for months. Meanwhile
information was brought that one of tne fugitive
Paynes lay at Arlington, and another had been
tracked to Georgetown: bat, tardy of foot, with
short arm and Impecunious, Justice had no means
to hunt them down. Ho they are still at large.
Mauley's trial came on the 14th of January last,
before the City court, and occupied but a single
day. The testimony of the Payne girls, Mary Carroll,and of Lieutenant Smith, of the police, would
probably have not been Hufllclent to remove the
legal doubt; but when Gordon, Manley's latber-lnlaw,was placed on the stand his evidence cast a
light upon the other facts proven which insured
conviction. The jury were out but a short time
when they announced their verdict, declaring Manleyguilty. He gnashed his teeth and said to a bystander,"If 1 could kill that old father-in-law of
mine they might put mc In a cnestnut coffin." A
few days arterwards he w&b sentenced to be hong
on the 28th of March.

his brutal conduct in prison.
After his convlotton no attempt was made to obtaina new trial, a relaxation or his sentence, or

even a reprieve. His sentence was left to be executed,without Impediment, upon the day fixed
by the Court. For weeks his demeanor alternated
between defiance and apathy. On one occasion,
while the prisoners in the Jail were in the corridor
together, one ot tnem "played crazy," and began
to tear off the clothes of anotber.
"Take hoid of him, Manley," said Turnkey Cllne.
"I'm no damn lool," said Manley.
"thita tiAlrl nf him i ««v renent.nrl t.ha tnrntp*
"I won't and nobody else shall," growled Manley,and seeing the turnkey advancing on the

simulated lunatic he moved towards the turnkey.In an instant the turnkey had faced him,
with the heavy Jail key (a model of the keys of the
Bastlle which bangs at Mount Vernon), and Manleyretreated to the wall.
About a week since the keeper entered the corridorand found that Manley had used throe bed

slats, making a combined lever of them, and had
forced open his cell door several inches. He continuedhis attempt, though well aware the turnkeywas looking at him.
"Stop that!"
"I'll be d d If I do."
"Now. what Is the use of It? If you got the door

open I'd shoot you before you could escape."
"I don't care.shoot!"
"If you don't stop I'll have to Iron yon around

the waist and chain you to the floor," said the
turnkey."Well, go on; bring out your chains!" yelled
Manley.
Well knowing that the tron door would not yield,

and not desiring to act hastily, the Sheriff, Captain
Stewart, who has charge of the Jail, was called by
the turnkey, who thus talked te him.
Sheriff.Manley, It's no use making me treat

you roughly: 1 don't want to do It; you can't
escape; you had better leave that alone aad think
of making your peace with God.
Manley continued to heave as If he hoped to

break the door, but did not reply a word.
Sheriff.What Is the use ol breaking up things?

Von don't want to destroy other people's property,
do you r
Manley.No; I'll net destroy aaybody's things:

with which moral determination he drew In his bed
slats, put them back and went and sat down on his
bedside.

ma ALLEGED CONVERSION.
Prom that time he has been more docile. For

awhile be had been Insensible to religious impressions,but now consented that the Rev. Mr. Madden,a colored miulster, might be sent for. The
ministrations of the spiritual adviser and the approachof doom sobered Manley exceedingly; hut
his religious condition did not satisfy his
friends until last Sunday. The Young Men's ChristianAssociation Committee held prayer meetings
In the Jail every Sabbath afternoon. Last Sunday
there was a pause In the exercises, and one of the
committee.Mr. Whittlesey, late a contestant for a
seat In Congress.proposed ten mlnntes of silent
prayer. Scarcely three mlnntes of the silence bad
passed wheu Manley burst Into a wild, loud, bat
naif articulate prayer, conceived in words r&r
above the ordinary standard of his conversation,
and vehement with passionate entreaty.

"It was," Raid a bystander, "as if blssonlwas
surging to his Hps." The suddenness of hla Improvisationastonished his hearers, and produced
a profound Impression, one of the auditory, a cityminister, declared that the Inspiration af his languagewas evidence of his "conventltlon," and
after that Manley went np la the esteem of manygood religions people.

ran scaffold,which is modelled after one used In executions In
Tuolumne county, California, where CaptainStewart, the present city sergeant of Alexandria,
was Sheriff, was manufactured at a carriage shophere. When it was completed the crowd wbtcn
daily pressed into the shop to see It was so greatthat the eoacbmaker was forced to bar his doers.
The jail yard In which the execution took place baa
not witnessed a similar scene since 1847, when
"Jennie," a negro woman, who held Mrs. Boll, herdecrepit mistress, npon the Are until she bnraed
to death, was execnted. The Jail Is a two-storybrick btnlding, and the yard a sqnsre-shaped enclosure,ian by 180 fleet, surrounded by a brick wall
llteen feet high. The scaffold stood at the corner
of the square.
Qp Thursday the prlaoner was told that the cox-
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respondent of the Nkw York Hbrald would taki
and publish whatever statement he deured ti
make. He expressed a w Ish to see him, and wai
brought by tba turnkey into the common room o
the prison heavily ironed. His appearance spoki
well for the iail (are, for he was ten pounds heaviei
than at the time of his trial. Evidences of terroi
were marked on every muscle, and, as blB moutl
quivered and his limbs shook, the big brawny fel
low gave one the Impression 01 a man made o
jelly. In the course 01 conversation he made tin
following statemeut, which, It will be perceived
differs somewhat from the (acts stated above
which were proved on the trial

statement of tub mubobbbb.
1 was born at Arcala, Loudon oounty, Va.; serve!

iff the late war In the First District of Columhii
colored regiment (Colonel Holrnan), and in uaptaii
Pollard's company, and was bonorab.y discharges
at the end of the war. Mr discharge Is home now
un the day of the bemioiae I had juBt come dowi
the canal where I had been working on the cana
boat Major Elmore, Captain McMasters, and fell it
with Lewis and Bamoel Payne and went round witt
them. All of us drank a good deal. When 1 cam<
out of Payne's that night, in company wltl
Lewis and Sam Payne, there were two men lylnf
down by the spring. Sam Payne said to them
"Get up l" One of them got up Mid rai
at. 1 kept on ahead or the Paynes
heard a noise and 1 locked back and saw S an
Payne strike the old man wltb a stick. I had ncvei
seen the old man before. Just as I looked Lewh
Payne strock at him with h razor. 1 said, "Dou'i
cut him." aud ran back, knocked Lewln Pavne'i
arm bo that the "swipe" he made, instead of cat
ting the man, cot out hia veat by the pocket. I
yeu get the vest you can Bee the cat. The Pavnei
then threw him in the dltoh and we went back t<
the houae. Lewis Payne gave me the watch t<
keep and told me they would come over to m;houae early in the morning and we oonid all go oi
to Qeorgetown together.
Rkpoktkb.What made the wound in the head o

Monroe V
Manlet.it was the tin box that he oarried hii

toolala; they took that box and struck hia heat
with the corucr of it.
Kktortir.But one of the Payne girls sayn thai

when yeu got back to the house you said, "Now
hold my head up." What were you bragging oi
then t
MaNlxt.Oh t that wsb a saying we had all day"Ihold ap my head if my belly drags the grouuu;'

but I blot eat the last part, because there weri
women there.
No other (act was mentioned, bat Manley, las

as the reporter was about leaving, called him baci
and said, "1 want you to be witness that if my wtfi
marries again or Ill-treats my child I give my ciiil<
to Mr. Cline, here" (the turnkey), and the uuiortu
nate man shuffled and trembled along the corrida:
to his cell.

lie has a brother now in the Penitentiary fo
highway robbery or an old milkman.

PHSPARATION KOK DKATH.
This morning Manley arose at his usual time

breakfasted heartily and attired himself in the sui
be was married in. His wife and a number c
friends and relatives called, and several persons t
whom he was attached came early to bid him lare
well. The most touching scene of the whole of hi
imprisonment, and perhaps the tenderest of hi
life, was his parting with the little son of Mr. Cline
the Jailor, who had been very kind to him. Abou
an hour and a half before tne time appointed fo
the execution a prayer meeting was opened in
corridor of the jail, Manley, with bis wile and child
occupying a bench close against the wall, and th<
ltev. Messrs. Cook, Madden and Marshall, colorec
ministers, with tenor twelve members of the Chris
tlan Association, standing up around him. Th<
exercises consisted of exhortations, prayers am
hymns. The key note of the meeting was the cei
tain salvation of the doomed man. Manley de
clared that ho felt that he was going home; tha
the Lord Jesus had told him not to fear. Titer
was in ail the exhortations and prayers that spok
of him a tone of couildence which sometime
touched ecstacy. The thief on the cross with thi
words in his oar, "This day shait thou he witti m
in Paradise," was set as a picture of him, and th
heavens were bid bend down and take him up, am
he was pointed in expectancy to

Shake glad hands on the shores of eternal bliss.
One of the white cxhorters fell Into

A PKAYKUPDL DISSERTATION
upon the relations of the white and colored race
of the South, which made the exhortation orlglua
and droll; but a coming death cast its shadow
and the meeting was a solemn one. Shertly belor
noon the prisoner was left alone for seven mlr
utes with Ids wife and child. Then a guard, armo<
with muskets, of the cadet company of St. John'i
Academy, filed up, and the prisoner, accompanlei
by Ills spiritual advisers, moved to and at
ccnded the scaffold, his step being as Arm as th
firmest that v .id with him. After an exhoi
tation by Kev. Mr. Marshall, and prayer, chokc<
wihi icain, i'T nr». mi. raiuiucu, xunuirj gaiu
to the front of the scaffold and after some words ti
a low voice, which were understood to be a wis
to see his child again, he said that he wantod t
say a few words te his friends. Here his voice be
came clearer. He continued:.

Till MVBDKRKU'8 ADDRISS.
"Whiskey, I will say, has been the death of me

But Christ has power to save me after death,
hope to meet yon all In Heaven, which I've got
hope of. I hope It will not be long before I will b
there. Iam not arrald to die. 1 blame nobody bu
whiskey. You all see what whlskev has brough
me to. Take my advice en the scatTold and leave
alone. The Christian Association have been a
kind as brothers to me. If It was not for thei
to-night weuld have seen me make my bed In hel
I thank Ood that I've gat to die In his mercy. Mi
CUne and his lamlty has been marc than brother
to me. All farewell I am going to Jesus."

THK BXKCtmON.
The City Sergeant (Stewart) then placed Manle

on the drop. He stood upright and wlthont th
slightest sign of faltering, saying to the Sergean
while the noose was being adjusted about hi
neck. "Don't bury me until to-morrow." DepntWard drew the black cap over his eyes, and a
thirty-eight minutes past twelve the drop felL H
died instantly. The fall was seven feet, and th
physicians In attendance say that he suffered bu
ror an Instant. The shonlders were once draw
np and the form hung motionless for twenty-tw
minutes, when It was lowered Into a plain pin
coffin, which had been placed by tho side or th
scaffold before the execution. The crowd, som
seven hundred, having witnessed the execntlor
separated. The sentence of the law had been cai
ried out.

HANCED IN PUBLIC.

Tom Smith Executed Outside the City of Lonii
ville, Xy., in the Pretence of 8,000 Persons,

for the Murder of Joseph Braden.
A Confession Under the Gallows.

Lottisvillk, Ky., March 28, 1873.
On the evening of the loth of May, 1871, the wll

ol Joseph Braden, a small storekeeper on the Sa
House road, near this city, returning home after
short absence, found lying behind the counter th
dead body of her husband shot throagh the bea<
In the crowd that Immediately collected was tb
negro, Tom Smith, who had boen hanging aroun
the vicinity for several days before. Nothing at th
time directed suspicion toward him; but It wi
afterward remembered that he was the last pcrso
seen In the store before the mnrder was disco'
crcd, and a warrant was procured for his arres
In the meantime, however, he had been arrested 1
Louisville for stealing bacon. He was acquitted <
the Utter charge, but was Immediately rearreste
on the charge or murder.

ROBBEBY WITO MCRDER.
After the murder of Braden It was discovers

that besides a small amount of money there ba
been taken from the store two pistols of pecnlla
pattern, and one or these pistols was found In tb
possession of Smith. Upon his trial subsequent!
it was testified that he bad been left alone In th
store with Braden by the last customer, who ha
seen the murdered man alive. Smith was the
drinking a glass of wblskev, for which he had Jus
called and paid for. Braden, as la usually the caa
In small country settlements, kept a "mlscellai
eons" stock of goods, among which was all varlt
ties of alcohoL Smith was afterward seen by
passer by to come to the door and again retur
Inside. Prom the position of the body as it lay
was evident that Braden was taking from th
shelves a bolt of calico when ho was shot, tho ha
passing directly through his brain.

AT TUB TRIAL
the evidence was almost absolutely direct as to th
guilt of Smith, and he was sentenced to be hun|
The case was carried to the Court of Appeals <

Kentucky, but the Judgment of the lower Coui
was affirmed, and a subsequent application to th
Governor for a pardon was refused. Last Wlnle
there was almost a smallpox epidemio In this oltj
and the disease found Its way into the Jail. By
singular coincidence It attacked three condemne
murderers confined there, vho were remevea t
the pest boose, and the illness of each terminate
fatally. This seems to have suggested to Smith
means of escape, which he afterwards carried ou
to a successiul issue. In some way he secured
quantity of eroton ol), which he applied to his fac
and body, and an eruption was produoed ver

similar, to a not too close observer, t
smallpox pustules in their primary form. Ther
was great alarm felt at the time In regard to th
disease, and the jail physician, after a hurried an
cursory examination, prononnced the case one c

smallpox, and ordered the removal of Smith t
the Pest Qeuse, which was accordingly done. Froi
this institution

SMITH MANAGSD TO MAX! BIS SCAPl,
but after wandering about for several dayswa
recaptured within » few hundred inrdg \ft

f, MARCH 29, 1873..TRIPLE
b scene of the murder, whither ho had been at9tracted by a strange fascination. Daring the first

1 months of his confinement, and, indeed, until it
b became evident that the sentence of the Court
r would be carried into ezeoation, Smith was

J a most insolent and deliant prisoner; but
- last Wednesday, after a probation of several 0

J weeks, during which time be had appeared a
1 much subdued and very penitent, he was baptised 0

) according to the rites oi the Methodist church. As B

the attending clergyman was administering the
I bread and wine of the sacrament the stoicism of v

t the condemned man, until then firmly preserved, H

j began to give way, and he wept freely. At the r

conclusion of the ceremony the prisoner turned to *

i those standing around and said that he had some 8

1 remarks to make. After expressing his resigns- c

} tion at the late so soon to overtake him, he pro- t:

3 tested his innocence of the orlrne with wbioh he v

1 was charged. He was interrupted several times F

[ by the violence of his emotion, but asserted that, b

i as he was almost at the edge of the grave, he 1
i would not now tell a lie; that he was the wrong s

J man and that some day his Innocence would bo a

i proved; that the witnesses who had sworn against 8
t him bad been bought, and that the pistol referred h

, to in the details of the evidence had nevor been In 8

f his possession. *
* 1IB WAS MUCli BROKBN DOWN °

> all day Wednesday, and earnestly requested of the p
t Jailer that one ot the prisoners should bo allowed o
' to occupy the same cell with him. The Jailer as- J"
t sented to this and assigned an old negro, named ()

Pry, charged with the murder of his wife, as a a
a u

j room-mate to smith; but Fry wan executively dlH- *

inclined to sleeping with a man whose near fate t
t might be his own at no distant day, and feigned a s

| sudden and severe sickness as a means of escaping J
the Jailer's order. A half-crazy negro, also charged f
with murder, was then selected, and Wednesday a

g night the condomned man slept peacefully. *

ni8 LAST DAT. q
t Tom Smith, after overy effort to save him had a
' failed, paid the last penalty for his crime to-day on J
1 the Commons, near this city. Up to the very mo- u
- ment ol leaving the Jail upon the fearful Journey to r
r the gallows be had hoped for a roprieve, but in rersponso to a despatch sent by his attorneys this

morning the Governor telegraphed back that he
must decline to interfere and that the sentence must

t be carried into effect. An attempt was made last
if night to secure a private execution within the Jail
0 yard, bnt the Sheriff believed it to be his duty to
). follow the precedent of former executions 111 this
s State and decided that the condemned must be
a hanged In public. Accordingly the gallows was

erected last night in a large vacant
t space Jnst ontslde the limits of tho citv,
r and there, at twenty-flvo minutes past
g noon to-day Tom Smith wus hanged In the presence

of an Immense assemblage. The procession was
5 announced to start Iroiu the Jail door at eleven
1 o'clock, bnt long before that hour the space before
i. the prison was packed with a surging crowd. At
0 Ave mlnntes before eleven o'clock the condemned
1 man was notified that he must prepare to start.

AN IMPROMPTU 1'RIHONKKS' PKAVKK MKET1NO.
i. There are many negro prisoners confined In the
t Jail and these organized a prayer meeting, which
e Tom addressed In broken language, bidding tliern t
e all good bye forever. As he was leaving the hall
g the negroes commenced chanting a strange, weird
o refrain, full of the solemn and thrilling minors
e peculiar to songs of this race. j,
e l'ROCRSSION TO TUB UPBLIC 8CAPPOLD.
l1 The prisoner was placed in an open wagon or van,

drawn bv twu sturdy gray mules aud surrounded
by a cordon of thirty police. With him were his
two spiritual advisors, one a colored man. The
Sheriff and several deputies and Dr. Thomas Griffithswere In another van, with whom wero ro- c

s porters of the city press and the detectives and ccivilians who had been granted tickets of admlg'»sion to the gallowB platform from the Jail to tho 1
e place of execution. The route stretched through h
' some of tho most popular thoroughfares of the city, v

the procession being followed closely by the crowd- l;
9 tng thousands whom the police, now increased to u
J slxtv-flve men, had great difficulty in keeping trom l
l* blocking its progress. The sad procession moved li
0 Blowly towards the outskirts or the city: every c
'

house along tho ronte was open, ever winnow and li
3 doorway filled with staring races. The crowd bore t
e everything before It, attracting as if by p^ an Irreslstable fascination hundreds who t

had before no thought of attending the c
O Avofintinn Wnrtmon loft thnir vap!r imnlnmnntu »<

In hand; women, children and old men were swal- f
lowed into the vortex of the surging mass, and at >
every square Its numbers were visibly increased,
until, when arrived at the scene of execution, j1 probably lour thousand people were in the line, c

a llore two thousand more spectators had already t
® assembled, aud the whole crowd was alterward 1
7 Increased by fresh arrivals until some p

lJ K1UHT THOUSAND PEOPL1 WERE CONGREGATED
lt about the gallows. They had come In vehicles of
8 every description, from the broken-down cart of
" some old negro to the hack filled with brazen'faced women of questionable repute. This crowd
r* was made up almost entirely of the lower classes,
8 the larger element being black. But there

were many plain and honest-looking country j
people, and In many Instances some German ,J father from the town had brought with him his *

® whole family to Bee the "show.'' Ueanwh!|e the 1
lt condemned awakened, continued to pray through \18 the whole long and solemn journey, swaying his (
J body backward and forward.and his face, naturallylt very black, had become almost ashy white. He J
0 was encouraged alternately bv the white and col8ored minister, who sat on either side of him. As
' he approached the place of execution he became t
n more composed.

0 ARRIVING AT TOE GALLOWS
e (which was a plain, strong structure, erected In
6 the centre of a large plain, and at a distance from
e the city limits of perhaps naif a mile), the two
' mules were driven within the enclosure made byf* the circle of ropes and guarded from the crowding

thousands by a strong force of police. The prisoner,accompanied by the two ministers, officers
and reporters, mounted the platform with a firm
step and toek his place In a chair provided for
him. His arms and lugs were then bound by a
strong cord, and here the hope of llfo, which, until

I. then, must have been strong within him, seemed
to have abandoned him forever. He groaned and
rocked his body to and fro, praying God to forgive
htm. Up to thlH moment he had persisted lu maintaininghis Innocence of the inaracr.

HMITII CONFESSES.
Calling hta lawyers, the two ministers and the

Sheriff to him and requesting that the platform be
cleared ef all else, he made a fall statement of the
crime, confessing his gnllt and Implicating a white

re man named Larry Isom and a negro namod Bellas
,, with him. At the time of the murder their purposewas robbery. He killed Braden and the
a other two shared the booty with hlro. In a preievlons statement he had confessed to having
. escaped from a Tennessee prison to which he had

been sent for burglarv. Having made this full conielesslon he addressed the crowd, asking forgiveness
(1 or all men and exhorting teose present to take

warning by his Jnst fate. The widow or tho
10 murdered man was sitting In her carriage Just In
is iront ol the gallows and looked steadily at all the
n preparations and never blanched.

PLACING THE NOOSE.THE LAST ACT.
"* At last, the fatal moment having arrived, Smith
t. was told to stand up, and the noese was put about
n his neck by Sberlfl Shanks, the black cap was

pulled ever his forehead and he was told that his
>r hour had come. All present there then shoek
d hands with him, the cap was drawn down over his

face, and a deputy sheriff, with eyes averted, cut
the cord, and the body fell through the trap door
wun b nnarp uinu. ror m team. nan a minuiu

d there wa9 no perceptible motion; then there were
d convulsive twltchings of the body, the legs were

drawn up close to the trunk and the hands were
r opened and shnt. The bodv fell at twenty-one
io mlnntes past twelve. At half-past twelvo there
_ was a slight pulsation or the heart, and at thirtyJAve minutes past twelve
« nil. GRIFFITHS FRONOCTfCSD TOW SMITH DRA.D
d and the law avenged. The body was allowed to
_ hang seven minutes longer, when It was cut down,

placed In a stained wood coflfln and given to the
>t undertaker for interment in the negro cemetery.
,e Then the crowd qnletly dispersed, having pre.served excellent order throughout. There was no

chaffing nor lond talk, and hardly conld there be
seen a man smoking,

a Tom parted from nls wife In the morning after a
n most affecting Interview which left her completely

prostrated with grief.It There are sixteen prisoners now confined In the
e Jail, either indicted or convicted of ssnrder, and

there may soon be another such spectacle as that
ef to-day, bnt as It was the first execution since
the wife murderer Krlel was hanged lour years
ago this created a great sensation In all circles.
upon examination after the body was cat down

It was found the neck was dislocated, not broken;
1- the tongne did net protrude, however, and none
»f thought Smith suffered greatly. Everything
,t worked smoothly and well. The last words of
v Smith were, as the drop fen, "My God, have mercy
e upon me l"
*

THE BROOKLYN MERCANTILE LIBRARY.
a The fifteenth annual report of the Mercantile
d Library Association, Just presented by the board
° of directors, Is a most satisfactory exhibit of the ,

d successor that admirable Institution. The addl-
a tlon to the nuAber of volumes In the library dur[tlng the past year Is over 8,000. The drafts upon
* the book fund ror the year 1872 amounted to
e $5,600, and the unexpended balance of the
' rana is $i3,«2s. A subscription is now
0 on foot to prepare a thoroughly classified
e analytical catalogue, and It is proposed to
e raise from 116,000 to $30,000. When this money Is

raised additional shelving facilities will be obamined, and a few other necessary Improvements
if will bo made. The escalation last year reached
o 121,813. The number of books daily oonsulted or
. read In the library reaches an average of not leasD than one hundred volumes. This swells the actual

total circulation te more than one hundred and
fifty thousand volnmes, or an average of nerly five
hundred dally. The fleet that the labor of the

* librarian, Mr. 8. B. Noyes, and his assistants, Is
p severe, wtu ftPPWfti W the reader, 1

SHEET.
ANOTHER MURDER.

I Woman Beaten to Death In Walking-
ton Street l>nat Evening.

Catharine Kirwan was found lying en the floor '

if her room, at 61 Washington street, yesterday ;
Jtcrnoon, in an Insensible condition, by the police 1
f the Twenty-seventh precinct, and was i
cnt to the Park Hospital by Captain
'errls. Upon examining the body of the
roman the physicians at the hospital discovered
he was severely injured in several places and had
eceived internal harts sufllclent to canse death.
Ivery effort was made to restore her to conciousncBs,bat to no purpose. She expired a

ouple or hoars after she was placed In the bosplai.When first taken up by the police she was
ery much under the influence of liqaor.
torn this she partially recovered before she died,
ut nothing could be elicited from her relative to
ho manner in which she bad come by the wound*.
he asked distinctly for a priest, and shortly
Iter expired. Sergeant Lonsdale endeavored to
:et Home intelligence of the affray from
er, but a slight movement or the Hps
ras' aU he conld distinguish. Detective
Innerty, who was In the neighborhood
f 81 Washington street when the Drat notice of
he affair was given, went into the house, accentuatedby Sergeant Lonsdale, and questioned the
ther Inmates In regard to the condition of the
miman, but their statements were very contradlcory.Some Bald the Klrwan family was a vory quiet
ne, others that they were most boisterous: but
II concurred In the Information that Mrs. Kirwan
ras not a sober person. The officers then went In
earcliorthe husband, and he was fonnd on his way
0 the station bouse to inquire after his wife. He
ays that he was nowhere near the house at the
line the woman was beaten, and he can
irove satisfactorily his whereabouts. He Rays
to went to work yesterday morning as usual,
,nd returned to dinner at one o'clock.
Ending his wile and another woman in the room
Irunk, he helped himself to seme lood and went
.way again, lteturnlng to his home a second time,
.bout six o'clock in the evening, he was told that
frs. Kirwan had*becn takeu to the station house,
md ho was on his way there when the officers
uet him and took him into custody. Several
icople In the house told Captain Ferris
ant night that Mrs. Kirwan had been going about
he house on the stairs and landings during the
lay, and that, as was usual with her, she was
Irfnklng. The house itseli Is one of those filthy,
n-owdea barracks that are so numerous in all the
ihlckly populated dlatilcts of the city, and
Mrs. Kerwan was not tho only Inmate
91 the den whose habits were in a high
legree uncertain. Captain Ferris Is of opinion
hat Kirwan had uottuug to do with the Immediate
nurder of his wife. He may have beaten her at
Mitue previous time and her death may have been
aimed by the effects of the injuries given her,
< iped on by the power of whiskey. Butir the lmm-dlatoreason of death was a beating
ecuivod yesterday It must have been at the
luudsol Rome other person than the husband. The
vouud* aro toe severe to have been caused by a
vouian, und uo tiace of auy other mun having
>een near the place yesterday could be discovered.
I'lie police were hard at work last night on the
iiise. Inspector Walling was consulted, and he orleredthree special men to be put on It. Tho suplosltiouis that reliable Intelligence will be
landed to Coroner Vaung, who has charge of the
:usc, this morning.

FIENDISH MURDER.
1 Woman Slaughtered toy Her Husband,
and the Body Left To Be Consumed by
Fire.The Murderer At Large.

Columbia, ». Ci, March 28,1873.
Intelligence that a most horrible murder was
ommltted on the "Neck" portion of Warren
ounty, (leergla, by a man named Ed. Clark, upon
he body of bis own wife, has jost been received
tere. The report states that thlB ilend struck the
voman a terrific blow with a monster-sized Iron
adio on the back part ol the head, fracturing It
md making a fearful gash three inches in length,
le then piled the chairs and tables over Iter
Helens body, and, setting lire to them, took
me of his children In his arms and made
its escape. The Are burned through the floor, and
he body of the unfortunate woman fell to the
rronnd and was pierced through and through by
he falling of a partly burned siU. The ragged end
if the sill tore the Intestines ont of the lifeless
tody. The youngest of the children, which the
lend leit In the burning buildiug with Its mother,
ran badly burned.
The greateat Indignation prevails among the

>eople where the loul deed occurred, but every
sRort to capture the llend had proved fruitless. A
lescriptien of him will be published over the
itate, and It is to be hoped it may lead to his
ipeedy arrest, conviction and execution.

S. WOMAN CHARGED WITH POISONING HEB
HP8BAND.
Chicago, III., March 28, 1878.

Yesterday, in Loraine, Adams county, m., Annie
Idair was arrested on a charge of having poisoned
ler husband, who died suddenly In January last
Ltid with whom sue lived unhappily. The body of
tdatr has been exhumed, and the stomach will be
ixainlned by chemists.

1 TENNESSEE MOTHER'S TRAGIC DEATD.

Ike Is Taken from llcr Bed by Robber*
and Hanged on a Hog GallowK.The
House Robbed and tke Murderer* K«cape.
The Nashville Banner of the 28th gives the details

if the murder ol a Mrs. Housden on the previous
light, at her honse, on the Nolensvllle pike, nine
nlles from that city, it is supposed by robbers, who
lecured but $100. The Banner says
Mrs. Iiousden was a widow, having an only son,

vho was married and lived at her bouse. - Not long
>efore night he went to Mill Creek to Hah, leaving
its mother and wife at homo. His wife says that
lerseli and mother-in-law retired for the night and
vent to sleep, Bhe had not been asleep
rery long beiore she was awakened by tbe
icreams of her mother-in-law. bhe lmmeli&telygot np, saw tbe door open, but
lid not see her mother-in-law. She then ran over
,o a Mr. Barnes' boose, from two hundred and flfty
.o three hundred yards distant, and told Mr. Barnes
hat there was somebody over at tbe bouse; that
Die had not seen anybody, but from the screams of
ler mother-in-law she supposed some one must be
n the house. Mr. Barnes came down to the road
vhlch separates their places and there met Mr.
tobert H. Patterson, who, having beard tbe
icreains ol Mrs. Heuaden, came dowa with bis gun
or tbe purpose of rendering her every assistance
Misslble. I bey then proceeded to the bouse, Barnes
eillng Patterson, en the way thither, what young
irs. llousdun bad told him. When they entered
he house it was found that the bed and
ied clothing in Mrs. Housden's room bad
>een thrown off the mattress and were ly-
tig upon the floor. They then Instituted a search
ibout the house and premises for Mrs. Housden,
>ut failed to flud her. They had concluded to give
ip the search, after repeatedly hallooing for Tier,
ind had started toward the spring, in going away,
vlien they were greatly astonished to find
me of her garments. This was the only
:lne they had discovered as to the dlrecionshe had been taking, and they followed
hn nnih tn tho anrlncr urhorn fhov warn aatnnnil

o nn<l her hung to a gallows which had been used
>y the Housden s for the hanging or hogs after they
tad been killed. Yesterday morning the large
racks of a bare-footed man were found leading
rom the house to the place where Mrs. Housden
rag hung, and the tracks of another who had

,

vorn shoes. These tracks also led off from the
fallows.
When Coroner Everett had reached there abent

lalf-past five o'clock the body of Mrs. Housden had
>een cat down and covered with a quilt. Her feet
vere entirely free from mud, and this ef Itself was
mmclent to Justify the opinion that Bhe bad
lot walked, bat had been carried to
he gallows upon which she was
langed. The rope bad been tied so tightly
iround her neck that It had cat Into the skin. It
iad been drawn tightly by means of a slip-knot,
ind the repe had been woqnd around her neck
[besides the noose) lour times. The rope had been
is clOHcly drawn upon her neck that It had to be
tevered with a knife. Bhe had been drawn op so
iiosely to the pole of the gallows that the hair ef
ler head had been rubbed oft
Mrs. Housden was about sixty years of age, of

itnall stature and weighed abent one hundred
joands, so that she was lnoapable, both by reason
>f her age aud physical weakness, of making moro
»*» « A f&itklA aalotonOA n Sko .lUlna mho IaaIt
»"»u » IWVW IBPWWiUW Ml IBQ TI11MUO Itaw owva

tier lire.
coroner Everett summoned a jury, which, after

in Investigation, returned the following verdict:.
"That the saM Mrs. Honsdea same to her death

Tom being hanged by the neok with a cotton plough
Ine, and It Is the opinion of this Jury that she was
banged by some other person than herself."
No one can realize what could have prompted the

perpetration of so heinous a deed ujfon a defenceless.Inoffensive, aged woman. The whole affair Is
wrapped In mystery, ana It M to be hoped that
tome clew will he obtained as to the perpetration
of the crime.
Mr. lloueden returned home with a string of flsb,

to hear the dreadfuI story of his mother's death,
which he would doubtless have prevented had he
been present.
Mrs. Honsden Is said to be the third of four childrenwho have met with violent deaths. One

was frozen to death, and one drowned in the James
River.

It is said of her that ahe was a hard-working, Industrious,economical woman, and a devout memberof the Methodist Church.
About twenty years ago she was compelled to

Suit the place upon which ahe lived en account of
be non-payment of rant. On retiring from it she
made a vow that ahe would live to own It. Fortune
lavored her. She bougnt valuable preperty In
Nashville and Edgefield, and finally purobiuMd and
lived en the farm of her choke.

3
AMUSEMENTS.

Krinwsy H»U.Tho Wagner ConeertJ
A great many people In Europe and Amortog

want to go to Bayrentb, In Bavaria, nexi
fear, to hear Richard Wagner's opera,
that ultima Thtilt) of the school of the
Ihture, the "Ring of the Nlbelnngcn." Buf
the tickets, season and otherwise, are placed at a
very high figure, and the Trilogy, as this big worn
is styled, will prove quite a chateau en Bapagne fop
many of those who effect to hear it. To avoid this uo<
desirable end associations have been formed on both
sides of the Atlantic for the purpose of giving conoertsof the Wagnerian type, the proceeds of wblcltf
are to be devoted to paying the expenses of the
members or me association to the Bayreuth festival.One of these concerts took place at StetnwaJ
Ball last night. Klther the New York public 04
not sufficiently appreciate Wagner or mismanage*
ment has been at work, for the attendance was an
usually thin. The new school was represented bp
five of the comnoser's most notable works.tha
overture to the "Plying Dutchman," the Introductionto "Lohengrin," overture to "Faust," scenes'
from "Die Walktire" and the "Kaiser March." Mr,
Remincrtz sung the barytone solo In "Wotan'sParewell"In "I)le Walkllre." The musical world has
acver been agitated to Its centre by such a lusty
orawier as this self same Richard Wagner. An accomplishedmechanic, as even his worse enemies
sill grant him; an irrepresalbie pamphlet writer;
nan who combines the most intimate knowledge of
the arcana of orchestral effects with the talent of
Mr. Puff, a courtier; who has caused more political
iqnahhies over hiB peculiar theories than ever did
Dr. Jacobi, and finally a complete master in tho
modern school of sensationalism; such is Wagner.
"The Flying Dutchman" In Its overture is ft

pretty fair example or orthodoxy, whleb tho oom-t
poser has of late years opposed so strenuously..,
rite overture is decidedly Mcyerbcerlsb, distorted
and exaggerated, it is true, but nevertheless bearingthe signB of the earliest benefactor of Wagner.
We regard the Vortpiei to "Lohengrin" as one*
of the grandest works ot the composer. "Lolienirrlu"marks the climax of the aspiring
thoughts ot Wagner. There Is a fixed idea
In It, not that eternal change of themes,
perpetual agitation and boisterous display than
we find generally In the school of the lutnre.
rhcre Is ss much grandeur and sublime thought lib
"Mthengrin" that It dispenses with the necessity
of an audiouoe of mystio musicians. In the interpretationof Wagnor's music there Is required la
addition to the ordinary orchestra quite an assortmentof wood, brass and percussion.the acme of
sonorous instrumentation, but listening to the*
"Kaust" overture and "Die Walkllre," we were irresistiblyled to a belief In the old adage, "Heauooup
de bruit, peu de.rruitThere Is no spontanlety la
tills music; mannerism and mechanism term Ita
principal Ingredients. Few audiences want metaphysicsor philosophy in music. They prefer tho
good old schools where melody and harmony are
In iuflt accv/<J,It would be nnfair to judge Wagner too harshly
In his delects, were It not for the fierce advocacy
01 his doctrines by his disciples. They will not
consent to any spots on their sun, and other star
gazers can only be stubborn in their reasonable
i<lt>ns 'I hls Wiumnrism in music is haenmtnir dan-
gerouB in Its tendencies to subvert all existing
theories. We do not entertain for a moment buoSi
revolutionary ideas in music lor fear of loslng our,
faith in Beethoven, Mozart and Haydn. The Wagnerianmovement is, to say the least, unhealthy,
and, although wo grant this leveller, this musical
communist, the credit of an extraordinary Knowledgeor instrumentation, we cannot at the samd
time subaorlbe to bis uow-langled notions ol
melody and harmony.
The subservience or the voice to the orchestra In

Wagner's school was sufficiently shown in the selectionsung bv Mr. Remiuertz. The Introduction
to "Wotan's Farewell" was not only lnatriunentallyboisterous, but it brought very qneer modulationsfor the voice, so much so that at times 10
was bard to tell Whether the singer was in tone or
not. But the beautiful tarirheUo theme, "langsam,"was Interpreted by Mr. Kcmmertz with intelligenceand expression. Here he had an opportunityor musical phrasing and deep feeling whloM
he did not lose.
Mr. Thomas did a cruel thing In regard to Wagner

last night. He sandwiched the "Heroic Symphony'*
of Beethoven, that grandest of all orchestral
works, between the compositions of the modern

Rotentate. It served as a contrast very unlavoraleindeed to Wagner; for on one Bide we hag
genius, on the other clever mechanism, bat nothing
but mechanism. Regarding the orchestral performanceit Is only necessary to say that Thomas*
unrivalled orchestra played at their best. Take,,
for Instance, the symphony. The brilliant opening
movement, the magnificent "Msrcbe Funfebre," the
sprightly scherzo and the indescribable finale, in
which everything that is dear to the heart of n
musician is Introduced, were given to perfection.
The unanimity of the strings even in the most
delicate shadings of expression, the ready reaponao
of tho reeds and the complete control or the brass
instruments place Thomas' orchestra first In this
country. Last night they raithlulljr maintained
their high reputation. To-night this orchestra,
with tne assistance or Miss Mehlig, pianist; Mr.
Llstemann, violin, and Mr. nemman, violoncello,
will appear in the Fifth Symphony Soiree of TheodoreThomas at Steinway Ilall. Beethoven, RaiT,
Schumann, Liszt and Berlioz {Ornish the programme.

Musical and Dramatic Motes.
"(lofty Geoft" (Gas Williams) Is a new play

written for him of the dialectic kind, in which ho
is to sustain an original Dntcb character.
Mr. Bartley Campbell's new play or "Peril" met

with considerable success at Chicago. The pleco
has three remarkable Incident*.a scene at Long
Breach, an English Lord and a Jealous husband,
who suspected the wrong man.
Next Thursday evening a screaming farce, by

Byron, will be added to the entertainment at Wallaces.The farce, which represents Dundreary
married, with all his relatives living upon him, will
follow the performance of "David Carrtck," Mr.
Hothern taking the Dundreary part, as a matter ol
course.
The fact that New Zealand Is Included among

the places to be visited by Mr. Lester Wallack duringhis reported professional tour seems to throw
cold water on the announcement of the London
Era. If the New Zealandcrs want to see Mr. Wallackthey must come to this country, for the distinguishedactor Is not going to New Zealand.
The programme for Theodore Thomas' symphony

concert this evening, printed In the business columnsof the Hkkalu, Is of the naual high character.Mr. Thomas has dons so mnch for music in
New York that his symphony concerts, which are
bis own in the most marked degree, are deserving
of public putronage on double grounds.their excellenceand the respect which is Mr. Thomas' due.

RAILROAD ACCIDENT IN CANADA.
A Natl Train Thrown Down an Est*

bankment.Mix Persons Injared.
Port Hdra, Ont., March 38, 1818.

An accident occurred to the mail train bound to
Ortlla, on the Midland Railroad, last night. As the
train approached this place the rear car broke the
coupling and turned over down an embankment, a
distance of twelve feet. Six passengers were mlured.Dr. llewarand Mr. Davis, of Ogdensbnrg, S.
I., very serioneiy abont tho head and face. Mr.
Preston, of Mnnvers, received n rleeh wound in the
leg and other slight injuries. The accident wan
caused by a broken rail.

A NEW YORI CRIMINAL'S SUICIDE AT SEA.
The following strange letter, written by a fellowcriminalto the editor of the Ban Francisco

Chranitir, describes the suicide of George O'Con-
nor, a New Tort criminal:.
Htr.My mind has been so troubled over an sflalr which

I witnessed, (hat by the advice of rav friend* I have
been requested to writo the particulars lor yon
to pabilsn or not. a* you see tit 1 will state, first,
that 1 have been a prisoner at the State Prison:
still what I am going to tell you Is the naked truth. I
have been working at Lot Angeles for the past font
months as welter In tho baa Francisco restaurant. About
the 1st of February a young man came Into the restaurantwhom I thought I had seen before, and I spoke to
hlui. 1 then tound out that it wae Oeorge O'Connor, who
was at the state Prison st the same time I was a prisoner.lie stayed there a tew days working for a livery
stable, cleaning harness, when we left ior ban Francisco
on the steamer OrUaba, he giving the name of George
Huuny and I a different name to my dwn. Well, while,
on our first night out from ran Pedro we were talking together,and he seemed to be very depressed In his mind,
otten talking about the chances ot being again arrestedand sent to prison, remarking that death waa
tictter. He said that if he were dead It would saw
others frotn going to prison, and Uiat he wae hunted
rrom New Tort and from everywhere else like a
fox. We continued talking on the port side of the veiaal
until nearly twelve o'clock, when of a sudden be got an
and said goodby. and before 1 knew whet he meant
threw himself out of the gangway, where they teke la
baggage and freight i was so irigntened that I kaew
nut what to say or do. I thought It I made an alarm
thejr might aay that I liad Uirown him overbear*. ami
knowing that It would be an «-H*y matter to aead me
back to prison I did not say anything. I thought I woukt
ifo u. hu mother and tell her all abaut It, but my courage
tailed ma. I nave cpoken to a law of my companions
about It, and they advised ma to write to you and tall
yoa all aboot It, ao hi* mother aad friends will know of
his aad and horrid death. Ha tolu me ba had laat
come back from hew York, where he bad left hia wifa,
1 will farther ataie that. although convicted of tha
crime of houaahraahlna, I waa pardoa.nl by Governor
Booth. I got Into another aerapc. but was discharged.
Now all I aak of yoa, «tr. l« It yo" don't want to publish ,

theae facte, to publish a Both a oi hla death, aad then my
mindwill l* easy. I can assure you that the above la tha *

truth, ao hal|> ml Q(A^ _
4

Ban Kbajk isco, March If, 1*71 '

[The name of the writer la (riven, bat be particularlyratiunau thatU ba not pubithaad .tou


